THE ROMAN TRADITION

BRONZE HANDLE OF A LID OF A
PRAENESTINE CISTA. Found at Prae-
neste (Palestrina). The cista was a cylindrical
bronze box for keeping articles used for the
bath, in the palaestra, and for toilet pur-
poses ; it was generally adorned with engraved
designs, and many have been found in Prae-
nestine graves of the 4th~3rd cent. B.C. The
handle represents two bearded warriors wear-
ing helmets and complete armour including
greaves, and leaning on heavy spears (comp.
pi. VI, i). They are carrying the dead body
of a comrade, unbearded", clad in the same
kind of armour except for the helmet and the
spear. The general appearance of the figures
is archaic, but they certainly belong to the
same time as the engravings on the hd, which
cannot be earlier than the 4th cent. B. c. The
group is very impressive and may serve as
an excellent symbol of Roman and Latin life
in the 4th cent. B. c., when the Roman state
was based on military strength and on self-
sacrifice of its members (comp. the archaic
Spartan kylix, vol. i, fig, 22). 4th cent. B.C.
Museo Papa Giulio, Rome.